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by excessive sadomasochistic components, but this usually does
occur.

If her friend retains her feminine character, the homosexual girl
plays the two roles all the more easily : she gives herself all the
masculine qualities and simultaneously enjoys the expectation,
excitement, dependence, and devotion of her own passive femininity
now projected in the other. In The Transposed Heads, Thomas
Mann writes :

But after all they were not one like Siva, who is life and death, world and
eternity in the Mother, but manifested as two entities here below ; thus they
were to each other like images. The my-feeling of each was tired of itself, and
though each was aware that after all everything consists of what it has not got,
yet on account of their very differences they intrigued each other.

The differences and similarity, non-identity and yet identity, the
quasidouble experience of oneself, the simultaneous liberation from
one part of one's ego and its preservation and security in the possession
of the other, are among the attractions of the homosexual experience.

Analysis shows that ardent homosexual infatuations of young girls
very often follow the same course. First there is a passionate hetero-
sexual love fantasy that is somehow thwarted. The fantasy persists,
but with two alterations: the passive expectation of being desired
becomes active desiring, and the girl, instead of choosing a masculine
object, herself becomes a man through identification. The psuedo-
logic girl who writes herself passionate love letters and enjoys these
as though they came from a boy in love, is not far removed psycho-
logically from the girl who writes love letters to another girl. Every
individual act of the homosexual in love expresses a nonfulfilled
heterosexual hope. The more passionate the girl is in her narcissistic
desire to be loved, the more ardent will be her active wooing of
the "other." If her wooing is threatened with success, she retreats,
for all her action is supposed to take place within the framework of a
fantasy acted out. The motive for this form of erotic experience lies
either in a heterosexual disappointment or, more frequently, in the
fear of heterosexual realization and in the adolescent tendency to
experience emotions not directly, but through identification.

In  La   Vagabonde^   Colette  describes  this   relation  beautifully:

Two women embracing are a melancholy and touching picture of two weak-
nesses ; perhaps they are taking refuge in each other's arms in order to sleep
there, weep, flee from man who is often wicked, and to taste what is more desired
than any pleasure, the bitter happiness of feeling similar, insignificant, forgotten.

This relation often grows very intense with regard to a sister,
particularly if the two girls are very near each other in age, or have